STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
BEFORE THE RHODE ISLAND ETHICS COMMISSION

In re:. Albert G. Brien, Complaint No. 2013-6
Respondent

INFORMAL RESOLUTION AND SETTLEMENT

The Respondent, Albert G. Brien, and the Rhode Island Ethics Commission hereby agree
to a resolution of thé above-referenced matters as follows:
I. FINDINGS OF FACT & ADMISSIONS

1. The Respondent was first elected to the Woonsocket City Council (“City
Council”) in November 2011 and has served continuously in said capacity, presently serving as
City Council President.

2. In his professional capacity, at all times hereto relevant, the Respondent has
maintained a private real estate practice, located at 64 Hamlet Avenue, Woonsocket, R1.

3. Relative to his real estate practice, rthe Respondent is an officer of the following
entities, all of which have operated from 64 Hamlet Avenue, Woonsocket, RI: Lodie Brien
Agency, Inc. (President); Albert G. Brién & Associates, (Principal); RAM Investment
Associates, LLC, (Manager); and Worth & Church Investment Associates, LLC (Manager).

4. The Respondent and Christina Harmon-Duarte have been acquainted for
approximately twenty-seven (27) years, beginning when Ms. Harmon-Duarte worked for the
City of Woonsocket as an Assessing Aide while the Respondent served as the Director of
Finance and Administration.

5. Beginning in approximately 1987, Ms. Harmon-Duarte has performed periodic

secretarial work for the Respondent’s private real estate practice, including the performance of




secretarial work for all four (4) entities in which the Respondent holds an officer or management
position (hereinafter the “Brien entities™).

0. At all times hereto relevant, the Respondent compensated Ms. Harmon-Duarte for
her performance of secretarial work for the Brien entities.

7. Ms. Harmon-Duarte was last compensated for her performance of secretarial
work for the Brien entities in November 2013.

8. As a member of the City Council, the Respondent sponsored City Council
Resolution 13 R 108, dated November 25, 2013, to appoint Ms. Harmon-Duarte as City Clerk
from December 3, 2013 until her successor is appointed and qualified.

9. The Respondent also co-sponsored City Council Resolution 13 R 113, dated
November 25, 2013, to appoint Ms. Harmon-Duarte as City Clerk from December 3, 2013 until
her successor is appointed and qualified.

10. On December 2, 2013, the Respondent participated in the outgoing City Council’s
vote to adopt Resolution 13 R 108, appointing Ms. Harmon-Duarte as City Clerk.

I1. On December 3, 2013, the Respondent did not participate in the incoming City
Council’s vote to adopt Resolution 13 R 113, appointing Ms. Harmon-Duarte as City Clerk.
1L CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

I. At all times hereto relevant, the Respondent was a municipat elected official
subject to the Rhode Island Code of Ethics in Government, pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 36-14-
4(1).

2. At all times hereto relevant, the Respondent and Ms. Harmon-Duarte had a
business associate relationship pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 36-14-2(3).

3. By sponsoring Resolutions, 13 R 108 and 13 R 113, to appoint Ms. Harmon-



Duarte to the position of City Clerk, and subsequently participating in the City Council’s
December 2, 2013 vote to appoint her to said position, the Respondent violated R.I. Gen. Laws §
36-14-5(d).
1HI. SETTLEMENT

Pursuant to the above Findings of Fact and Admissions, and the Conclusions of Law, the
parties hereby agree, pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 36-14-13(d), to the following:

1. The Respondent shall pay a civil penalty of Seven Hundred Fifty ($750) Dollars
for the admitted violation of R.I. Gen. Laws § 36-14-5(d).

2. The above terms represent the full and complete Informal Resolution and

Settlement for Complaint No 2013-6.
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Katherine D’ Arezzo, Esq. (BarNo. 5710) Albert G. Brien
Commission Prosecutor Respondent

Dated: ’7/ £ 7/// , Dated: Y-29- 1%

VAN

Aichard E. Kirby, Esq. (Bak No. 3780)
Attorney for Respondent

<
Dated: tJaq /1Y

APPROVED by vote of the
Rhode Island Ethics Commission
{2014,

il —

Ross (fheit, bhairﬁerson
~ Dated:




STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
BEFORE THE RHODE ISLAND ETHICS COMMISSION

In re: Albert G. Brien, Complaint No. 2013-6
Respondent

ORDER

This matter was heard before the Rhode Island Ethics Commission on April 29, 2014,
pursuant to Commission Regulation 1011. Upon consideration of the Complaint herein, the
arguments of counsel and the proposed Informal Resolution and Settlement, it is hereby

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED

THAT, the Commission approves the Informal Resolution and Settlement as submitted; and -

THAT, the Commission adopts and incorporates by reference herein the Findings of Fact and
Admissions, and the Conclusions of Law, set forth in the Informal Resolution and Settlement;
and

THAT, the Respondent violated R.I. Gen. Laws § 36-14-5(d); and

THAT, the Respondent is ordered to pay a ctvil penalty in the amount of Seven Hundred Fifty
{$750) Dollars.

ENTERED as an Order of this Commussion,

i

Ross Ch Chbfrperson

Dated: /7—- 29-/4




