STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
BEFORE THE RHODE ISLAND ETHICS COMMISSION

In re: Christopher Warfel, Complaint No. 2014-5
Respondent

ORDER

This matter having been heard before the Rhode Island Ethics Commission on March 10,
2013, pursuant to Commission Regulation 1011, and the Commission having considered the
Complaint herein, the arguments of counsel, and the proposed Information Resolution and
Settlement, which is incorporated by reference herein, it is hereby

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED

THAT, the Commission approves the Informal Resolution and Settlement as submitted; and

THAT, the Commission incorporates by reference herein the Findings of Fact and Admissions,
and the Conclusions of Law, set forth in the Informal Resolution and Settlernent; and

THAT, the Respondent represented the interests of his company, Entech Engineering, Inc.,
before the New Shoreham Town Council on August 28, 2013, in violation of R.I. Gen. Laws §
36-14-5(e); and

THAT, the Respondent is ordered to pay a civil penalty in the amount of Five Hundred Dollars
($500).

ENTERED as an Order of this Commission,

Chajrperson

Dated: 5/}Cb//gf-f



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
BEFORE THE RHODE ISLAND ETHICS COMMISSION

Inre: Christopher Warfel, Complaint No. 2014-5
Respondent

INFORMAIL RESOLUTION AND SETTLEMENT

The Respondent, Christopher Warfel, and the Rhode Istand Ethics Commission
(“Commission™) hereby agree to a resolution of the above-referenced matters as follows:

L FINDINGS OF FACT & ADMISSIONS

1. The Respondent was elected to the New Shoreham Town Council in November
2012 and has served continuousty in said capacity.

2. In his private capacity, the Respondent is the President of Entech Engineering,
Inc. (“Entech”), a New Shoreham based company that designs, reviews, inspects and installs
renewable energy systems. Entech also provides consuiting services to private, state, municipal,
federal and non-profit agencies on conventional and renewable energy generation, and energy
utilization and efficiency issues.

3. By correspondence dated August 21, 2013, the Respondent, in his capacity as
President of Entech, wrote to the New Shorcham Town Council regarding a United States
Department of Agriculture, Rural Utilities Service, High Energy Cost Grant application that his
company was seeking.

4. On August 28, 2013, the Respondent recused from participating in the New
Shoreham Town Council’s consideration of an agenda item regarding Entech’s request for a

letter of support from the Town of New Shoreham relative to its grant application.



5. After recusing in his official capacity, the Respondent, as the President of Entech,
presenied the New Shoreham Town Council with Entech’s request for a letter of support from
the Town,

6. The Respondent addressed the New Shoreham Town Council on behalf of Entech
and outhined the component parts of its grant application, including the fact that, if awarded the
grant, Entech would be paid approximately $42,000 for its administration.

7. Thereafter, the New Shoreham Town Council voted 3-1, with the Respondent
recused, to subrmil a lefter of support for Entech’s grant application.

8. On September 3, 2013, the Town forwarded correspondence to the United States
Department of Agriculture, Rural Ulilities Service, Electric Programs, in Washington, D.C. in
support of Entech’s application.

9. On September 4, 2013, the Respondent filed a recusal statement with the Ethics
Commission regarding the New Shoreham Town Council’s August 28, 2013 vote on Entech’s
request for a letter of Town support.

10.  The subject grant was not awarded to Entech.

11 CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. As a New Shoreham Town Council member, the Respondent was at all relevant
times a municipal elected official subject to the Rhode Island Code of Ethics in Government,
pursuant to R.1. Gen. Laws § 36-14-4(1),

2. By representing the interests of his private company, Entech Engineering, Inc.,
before the New Shoreham Town Council on August 28, 2013, while serving as a member of the

New Shoreham Town Council, the Respondent violated R.1. Gen. Laws § 36-14-5(c).



11l. SETTLEMENT

Pursuant to the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, the parties hereby agree,
pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 36-14-13(d) and Commission Regulation 1011, to the following:

1. The Commission shall enter an Order and Judgment that the Respondent violated
R.I Gen. Laws § 36-14-5(¢) by representing the interests of his company, Entech Engineering,
Inc., before the New Shorecham Town Council on August 28, 2013,

2. The Respondent agrees that, pursuant to the above Findings of Fact and
Conclusions of Law, the Prosecution will recommend, pursuant to R.1. Gen. Laws § 36-14-13(d),
the imposition of a civil penalty in the amount of Five Hundred Dollars ($500). The Respondent
agrees to the payment of said civil penalty.

3. The above terms represent the full and complete Informal Resolution and

Settiement for Complaint No. 2014-5.

/i

W

Katherine D’Arezzo, Esq. (Bar N6{8710) tﬁ}istophe
Commission Prosecutor Respondent
Dated: az/,zz//( Dated: 218715



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

1, Tracy A. Teixeira, hereby certify that on the 10" day of March, 2015, T forwarded a
copy of the Order and Informal Resolution and Settlement via US mail, postage prepaid, to:
Christopher Warfel, PO Box 871, Block Island, RI 02807 and Albert R. Casazza, M.D., PO Box

518, Block Island, RT 02807.
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